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| ſware by Him that liveth for ever. 


which are therein, that there ſhould © 3 
be Time no longer. BY 
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T is a ſtrange Thing to conſider what a dea! 
| of Din and Buſineſs, (if I may ſo ſpeak with - 
1 Reverence to the Spirit of God) what a Bu- 
ſiineſs and Din is made by the Spirit of Gd 

to inform Men in theſe Things that every one 
ſeems to know before it be told him. in that 
parallel Place, Eſalm. xlix. the Lord, by his Spi- 
rit in the Prophet, in the Preface of the fam, 
is making a loud Proclamation, ſo that it would 1 
be thought by them that heard it, certainly there 
is ſome ſtrange Buſineſs coming, and that he were 
about to tell them ſome ſtrange Thing they ne- 
ver heard of before. Hear all ye — of ** 
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he World. Now (might they ſay) what means 
all thir great Proclamations, and all thir loud 
Shouts that are there given to hear ? Hear Rich, ; 
hear Poor, hear High, hear Low, hear all Ranks 
of the World. What is the Buſineſs? When all 
Js told and heard, it comes all to this, Man muſt 
lie; that never one will get himſelf redeemed 
from it, and that never one can redeem another 
rom it, and that Man when he is in Honour a- 
bideth not in it, but is like the Beaſt that periſh» 
eth, and like Sheep they are laid in the Grave 
and Death feeds on tnem. 
And now, in the Text, what we have read 
unto you, among many of the great Things John 
Had diſcovered to him, this is one; he ſeeth the 
great Angel of the Covenant, that is, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſtanding in a moſt majeſtick Po- 
ture, with his one Foot upon the Sea, and his 
other Foot on the Earth, and his Hand lifted np" 
to Heaven, ſwearing a great Oath by Him that 
Hveth for ever and ever, Sc. One might thirk, 
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O what will all this be? Really when it is all 
told and heard, it comes even all to this, that 
Time ſhall be no more, Man muſt die. 3 

$ I ſhall, in ſpeaking to thir Words which I have- 


read, take them up tor Diviſion in theſe Two. 
3 Firſt, There is ſomething aſſerted and confir- 
med, and that is, Time ſhall be no more, 
FF Secondly, There is the Manner and Way of 
the Confirmation of that Truth, and that is, by 
the Oath of the great Angel of the Covenant, 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift, with his Hand lifted np 
to the moſt High, and that is a great Truth, and 
a moſt pertinent Thing, and deſerves much our 
Conſideration, that Time ſhall be no more, Man 


| Now, 


* o 
p . % . 
* . 7 x * 
: ; & oF 
$2 4 12 ö ; 9 G S "RF Py p * "RR RS * $ 1 * 21 - 


" þ * * 2 i 4% 2 2 48 — 

> » 8. 9 * WY 3 1 - 4: + ds a a * 4 FF nn 
* Ki; > AY 1 Ns CR i * r n 8 . 12 "Wy * * 2 3 88 a 
: We © 47. "Rab 2 WA * N 1" 
i 4 * 5 4 * % ts 7 3 Sy 19% "3" Oe IJ 
þ * q 4 & * 

2 . * K 
bs * c - — n 
6 * 3? 5 0 
* . * 
f 4 : 4 w * ES 
. 


Now, from the Thing confirmed, and the 
Manner and Way of the Confirmation of it, 
there are three Things that we ſhall natively ob- 
ſerve. You ſee the Thing aſſerted and confirmed 

is this, Time ſhall be no more, and the Way and 
Manner of aſſerting and confirming of it, is by 
the Oath of the great Angel of the Covenant; 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſtanding in a majeſtick =} 
Poſture, with his Hand lifted up to the Moſt 
High, and ſwearing, by him that liveth for ever 
and ever, that Mau muſt die. What means he. 
nin that, might one have ſaid? Would it not have 
been enough, that he had ſaid it, ſuppoſe he 
had not ſworn it? Wherefore is it that he dath + 
confirm this known Truth by ſuch a great Oath 2” 
I ſhall ere give you three Reaſons wherefore 
he confirms this great known Truth by ſuch a 
great Oath, that The ſhal? be no more, and ups 
on theſe three Reaſons we {hall build three great 
Doctrines, and ſhall ſhortly paſs Two of them, 
and inſiſt upon the Third. | N 
- "The Frft Reaſon why this known Truth is 
confirmed here with the Oath of this great Per- 
ſon, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is, becaule this is a 
Thing very hardly believed and laid to Heart, 
that Man muſt die. 1 
So the firſt Doctrine is this, That Death is a 
Thing very hardly believed and laid to Heart 
by the moſt Part of Perſons; if the Lord did not? 
ſee that we were groſs Unbelievers, that we did 
not believe what we {aw with our very Eyes, he 4 
would not have confirmed this Truth with ſuch 
a great Oath, that Man mnt die; but he finds. 
us ſtuffed with Unbelief in this Point, therefore. 
he finds it neceſſary that this great Truth be con- 
firmed with an Oath, We might here give you 
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many ſtrong Evidences of it, that Man doth 
not believe, that, within a little, Time ſhall be no 


more, but we ſhall not ſtand on it, only takg 


theſe Three Or F Our ſhortly. | . 


Firſt, Folks boaſting of to-morrow, that ſay 
that they do not believe this, that Time ſhail be 


no more, and ſhortly come to an End, and that 


makes Men put forth their Hands to Iniquity, 


and go over the Belly of their Light, to provide 
fomething for themſelves, and for their Wives 
and Children; but this is it, that they do not 


believe, that, within a little, Time will be uo 
Wore. | | | 


Sixty, as when but Forty ;“ that ſays that Men 
do not believe that they will ſhortly die. Folks 


are as little taken up in preparing for it, when, 
in Appearance, they are near it, as when, in Ap- 
pearance, they are far from it; as little when 


ſhored and threatned with it, as when leſs ſhor- 
ed and threatned with it. I believe that ſome 


of us are as little preparing for Death, as if we 
were in no viſible Danger or Hazard; that ſays 
it is not believed by us that Time ſhall be no 
- More. : : 
A third Evidence that Men and Women do 
not believe they will die, is this, That ordinarily 

the longer Folk are in the World, they are the 
more glued to the Things of the World; the longer 


they live in the World, the cloſer they cleave to 


fit. One would think that it would be young 
Folk that would ſtick cloſeſt to the World; yet 
we find by ſad Experience that it is the old Folks, 
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/ Secondly, Folks are as little providing for 
Death, when they are Twenty Years, as when 
they are but Ten; as little when they are Forty, 

gas when they are but Thirty; as little when 
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who, in Appearance, muſt quit the World ſo ons- 
eſt, that cleave moſt to it; this ſahs that Men 
do not believe t hat Time ſpall be no more; Men 
do not often pole themſelves with theſeThyughts, 
that To-morrow I may die, or I may die within: 
a Twelve- Month; Men do not poſe themtelves 
with this till once it come to ſome Period or. + | 
Point with them, when they find they can livre 
no longer. | 5 „ 
A fourth Evidence that I would give you of D.: 
this Point, That Men do not believe that they _ - 
muſt die, and that is their Slothfulneſs in the 3 
Duties God calls for at their Hands, in order to 
the making ſure another World to themſelves, 
or preparing for that which is at the Back of 
Death. Never ſay that a Man that is remifs and 
careleſs of his Salvation hath the Faith of this, . - 
that he will die; a Man ſlothful in the Buſineſs 
of Chriſtianity, and not tervent in Spirit, ſerve 
ing the Lord; do not think that Man believes 
he will die. To be flothful in Duties, and none 
fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, and having 
the Faith of Death, cannot ſtand together 
A fifth Evidence that Folks do not believe 
they will die, is this, Folks being ſo little taken 
up in the Forc-caſt for that which would help 
them through Death; Folks making ſo little Pre- 
paration for it before it come, ſays, that Men do 
not believe that they muſt die; I am ſure theres 
are ſome as little provided for Death this Day, as 
they were many Years ſince. This is a ſad Bu- 
_ fine(s, Sirs; a Man will retain. ſomething of the 
Faith of this, that he will grow old, and yet has 
no Faith of this, that he will die; he will be 
making Preparation for old Age, and will be la,, 
ing up this and that for old Age and he m_ -—_ 
5 r 
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1 1 n 
tell you he will not be able to work when he 


grows old, and will not be able to go about any 


Buſineſs when he grows old, and therefore he 
muſt have ſomething for old Age; he will lay up 
{omething tor old Age, but will lay up nothing 


for Death; this ſays that Men have not the Faith 
of it upon their Spirits, that they will die; for if 


Men did ſeriouſly believe, this, they would pre- 
pare for Death before they prepare for old Age, 
becaule they may dis before they be old. 

But there is a ſecond Reaſon wherefore the 


Lord confirms this with an Oath, that Time ſhall 


be no more, and that is even to confirm us in tkis, 
that Time ſhall be no more; that our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt would very {ain have this Truth believed, 
and ſolidly imprinted and deeply rooted upon 


the Imaginations and Thoughts of onr Hearts, 


that we muſt die, or that Time will be no long- 
er, becauſe he knows that Fixedneſs in the Faith 


of this Truth would bring great Advantage to 


our Hand;; the Faith of this would put us to 


more Diligence and Seriouſneis in the Ways of the 
Lord; the Faith of this would make Folk dili- 
gent in the Work of Mortification; the Faith of 
this would quicken a Man's Pace in the Work, 


of Sandtification; the Faith of this would make a 


Man diligent in the attaining of Aſſurance; the 


Faith of this would never let a Man reſt till he 


he had gotten his Sins pardoned, and found in 
Chriſt without Spot or Blemiſh; the Faith of 
this would be a great Champion againſt Temp- 
tations and Luſts, and would not let them have 
Dommion over a Man; the Faith of this, that 
Time ſhall be no more, would flocken Temptati- 
ons to the World, and would abandon and bring 
down Luſts; the Faith of this would caſt Water 
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on all the fiery- Darts of the wicked 
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would ſlocken their Motions 3 even as Corrupti- 


God, ſo much more the ſolid Faith and Im- 
preſſion of this, that Time ſbali be no more, would 


flocken Temptations and Suggeſtions to Sin, and 
would take a Man's Heart off the World and 
the Things thereof. You ſee what it does to old 


Barzillai, 2 Sam. xix. David ſays to him, Jou 
have been a very faithful Subject unto me, I 
will give you a Reward for it, therefore come 


ſays Barzillai, (he having the Faith of this, that 


he was to die) I will go Home | 
therꝰs Grave. What can I reliſh of the Mirth of 


: 
ry 


the Court? What can!] reliſh of the Piping and 
Dancing of the Court, for I muſt die? If it pleaſs 
our Grace, I deſire you would not preſs me to 


it, for I will go Home (would he ſay) and dig 
my Fathers Sepulchre. I muſt die; if you like, 
take the young Man Chimbam with you. I will 


tell you, Sirs, he is an unhappy Man for him» 


ſelf, that is not (as it were) ſtretching himſelf in 


his cold Grave, and covering himſelf with 


Clods every Day, as it were. O, but this would 


cool the ardent Heat of a Man's ſeeking after 


Preferment, Riches or Pleaſures, to think that all 
theſe Things maſt go preſently, and that we wilt 
die, and that, within a little, Time will be nd 


A third Reaſon why all this great Stir is made, 


and this known Truth, That Time ſpall be ls | 


more, is confirmed by an Oath, is, that our Heſ- 
{ed Lord is very deſirous tb have Folk much up- 
en the Conſideration of this, What will be when 
CC One | NYE Time 
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to me to the Court, and I ſhall give you all the 
Advantages that the Court can afford. No, no, 


and dig my Fa- 
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1 ve uo 8 the Point we in- 
tend to inſiſt a little upon ſnall be this, That our 


Concernment to have their Thoughts and Con! 


ſiderations to run much upon this, What ſhall 


and the Things that are therein, that Time fb 
be no more; it is to put you to this, to think with 


be at the Back of Time ? I pray yon take heed 
to it, Sirs, it is a Matter of nmverſal Concern» 
ment to us all. 0 


* 


There are three Things at the Back of Time, 
that our Lord Jetus would have Mens Thoughts 


to run much upon, and therefore is it that he is 
brought in here, with one Foot on the Sea, and 


the other upon the Earth, ſwearing a great Oath 


by Him that liveth for ever and ever, That crea- 


ted the Heavens and the Things that therein are, 
#he Earth and the Things that therein are, the Seq 
all 


yourſelves what will be when Time is gone. 
Now, I ſay there are three Things at the Back 

of Time, that our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt wonld 

have us confidering upon; the firſt is Death, he 


would have us much upon the Conſideration of 
Death. A ſecond Thing that will be at the Back 
of Time is Judgment, and our Lord would have 
us much upon the Conſideration of Judgment. 


A third Thing that will be at the Back of Time 


235 Eternity, and he would have us much upon 


the Confideration of Eternity, Deut. xxxii. 29. 


O that they were wiſe, that they under ſtcod this, 


to con ſider their latter End. There 


\ 


you may ſee 


that it is a ſpecial Piece of Wiſdom that God 


would have you exerciſed in, That you would 
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confider your latter End 5 this is a Thing he 


wonld have you taking a Look of, not of this 
Year, and what will be in it, nor of 


another 
Year 7 
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1 and what in be! in it; but what will Fe 
at the Back of Time, that Folks may be mueh | 
upon the Confideration of their latter End 3 4 
and ir is for this that he makes ſuch a Noiſe in I 
this Place, and that parallel Place, P/alm xlix 
1, 2. Hear this all ye People, give Ear, all ye In= 
Fabitants \ of the World ; both Low and High, 
Rich and Poor together, There is great Wiſdom in 
Parables brought out there, and the End. of them 

all i is to lhew- that Man muſt die. 

Now, that I may ſpeak a little to this, 1 ſhall. 

n you, Arſt, what Conſiderations e to 
frame of each of theſe Three. 
Secendly, 1 ſhall ſhew you why we are to 
Goin ſuch Conſiderations of them. And then, 
thirdly, I ſhall make a Word of Application and 
Uſe of what we ſpeak to. i 

For the Fir, What are the Conlicrations it 
4 we are to frame of theſe Three. That we 
may the more methoducally: proceed, we ſhall. 
let you fee, | - + * 

Firſt, What Conftderations we. are to  frims Re 
of Death. Secondly, - What Conſiderations we 

are to frame of Judgment, 0 wit, the great ge- 
neral Judgment. Thirdly, What Confiderations | 
we are to frame of Eternit. : 

We ſhall firſt ſpeak a Word of the Conſdera- 
tions we are to frame of Death, and, if you take 
them up aright, there are theſe ſeven or eight 
Conſiderations that you may frame of Death. 

The Frſt Conſideration. you are to frame of 
Death, 15, That it is the moſt certain and the 
moſt uncertain Thing imaginable; nothing more, 
certain than that you muſt die, and nothing. 
more uncertain than the Time when, and the 
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Firſt, For the Certainty of it, it hath every 
Thing to make it certain that is imaginable. 


There is a Decree paſt in Heaven to make the 


Thing certain, Heb. ix. 27. It is appointed for 
Men once to die; there is a Decree for it, and the 
Decrees of God cannot be moved, for they are 


in Scripture compared to Mountains of Braſs; 


of which there is no breaking; fo, I ſay, this'is 
a Decree of God, It 1s appointed for Mey once 
o die. Says Job, I habe nothing to com fort me 
in my Allictions, but this, I muſt die, Job xvi. 22. 
When a few Years are come, then Lſball go the Way 


whence I ſhall not return, that is to ſay, I muſt 


die; no Power can xeſtrain it, no Riches nor Bri- 
bery can bind it, no Logicx can ſhift it, no Diſ- 

utes can overcome it. no Reaſon will ha ve Weight 
with it; it is inexor able. A Man might think to 
produce 8 Reaſons when he is threatned to 
die, why he ſhould not die; but Death will not 
ſtand upon that, but, be he prepared or unpre- 
pared, he muſt die ; the Man poſſibly might ſay 

e hath bought a Field, and hath planted a 
Vineyard, and hath never yet poſſeſſed it, and 


| Reaſon would fay that he ſhould poſſeſs it, at 


leaſt eat the Fruits of it before he go. What of 
that? ſays Death, You muſt die; there is no long- 
er ſtaying for you; Death will inevitably {ſeize 
upon us, there is no putting of it b. 
The ſecond Branch of the firſt Conſideration, 
That Death is a moſt uncertain Thing; there is 


no Knowledge of its coming, it comes as it were 


ſtealing behind a Man's Back, and ſtrikes him 
8 — 7.7 7 | * 5 : 8 
= thro”, where and when he never looks for it; if 


it were a Thing that ſeized upon all Men and 


Women at ſuch an Age, then might every Man 
& Know the Day of his Death; if Man did not 
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Hundred Years, then might Men know ſomething 


— 


of the Day of their Death; but it is not ſo, for 


on know not but To-morrow may have Death 


in the Boſdm of it to you; ſome it takes in 
Youth, ſome in middle Age, ſome in their old 
Age; ſome are taken at their Feaſting- Table, as it 
did Belſhazzar, Dan. v. It takes Ahſalom in the 
Flower of his Youth, 2 Sam. xvili. when en- 
tr ing into the Kingdom; before he is warm in 


his Neſt, it apprehends him. This is the firſt 


Conſideration you are to frame of Death, that it 


is moſt certain, and it is moſt uncertans. 
A ſecond Conſideration that we would have 
you framing of Death is this, That it is a moſt 
terrible Thing to engage with 5 it 1s not ny 
0 


moſt certain and moſt uncertain, but it is'allo 
terrible, yea very terrible, whether it come looks ?- 


ed for or unlooked for. Now there ar three or 
four Things that make Death very terrible. 
And firſt, this makes it very terrible, that to 
all. Men it is the Puniſhment of Sin; to the God - 
and to the Ungodly. it comes as a Puniſhment 
of Sin, for if Man had not fallen, Man had not 
died; therefore it comes as a Penalty of the Law, 
In the Day thou eateſt thereof thou ſpalt ſurely 


die, Gen. ii. 17. Gen. iii. 19. Duſt thou art, 


and unto Duſt thou ſhalt retuii m. 
. Secondly, This makes Death _ terrible, 


that at Death there is ſuch a Tryſting of a Number 


of heavy Challenges; it opens theMouths of many 
Conſciences that are topped until it come. Cons 
fcience then gets the Tongue that has been (as 
it were) cut out all the Man% Lifetime before; 


then come in the Challenges that a Man had not 
all his Lifetime before; then the Iniquities of a | 
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he has done with it for ever and ever; if a 
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Things chat a Man will readily be challenged for 
eee ee challenged 
for lighting the Offers in the Goſpel; when 


Death comes he will be challenged for lighting 

the great Salvation; when Death comes he wil | 
be challenged and fore bitten for miſpending of 
precious Time; when Death comes then a Man 


will be-challenged tor miſimproving of Mercies ; 
when Death comes Folks will be challenged for 
miſimproving their Talents that they received 
in Time; when Time cloſeth, theſe Challenges 
for miſimproving of ſuch and ſuch Things, when 
Death comes, will be very ſore; when Time will 
be no more, then Folks will be challenged for 
Jetting their Hearts run too much out upon the 


World; then Folks will be challenged for Un- 


faithfulneſs to God and his Cauſe ; then Folks 
will be challenged becauſe. they have not pub. 


lickly avowed him and his Intereſt on Earth, 
upon the greateſt Hazard that can be. Aman 


will ſtop the Mouth of many Challenges in his 
Lifetime, while he thinks he has a While's Time 


to live, that he will not get ſtopped when Death 
eomes ; and O but theſe Challenges will make 


Death terrible. I = x6 FAT 
© Thirdly, This makes Death terrible, that it is 
a Thing a Man can go thro? but once, and if he 

Hap that Time, or ſtep x wrong Step, 


Man could go thro? Death twice or thrice, then 
that which he miſſed at one Time he may hit at 
another Time; but It is appointed for Men 
(but) once to die, and if you go wrong that one 
Time, you have done with it for ever and ever; 
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Man compaſs him bout And there are theſe 


it is not like one that hath a Clock going; which, 


hath a conſiderable Time to runz if it err at T 
Time, he can right it again, and bring it back to 
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ies Paces ; but When a Man dies, be goes td the 


Place from whence there is no returning again; | Aj 


this makes Death very terrible, that a Man will 
not get a Trial of it before it come, that if he 
do it not well at firſt, he may do it better the 
next Time; if he do it not compleatly the firſt 
Time, he hath done with it for ever; if he err 


once, he will never mend it again. Wy 


2 * 


Fourthly, This makes it terrible, that a Man is 
left alone in it; it is a dark Valley he has to go 
thro?, and he has no Company in it; all his 
Friends leave him at the Side of it; Wife and 
Children, and all Relations, will then lea ve him 
when he is to go throꝰ; they may well convoy 
him to the Side of it, they will all then take 


their Leave of him and bid him farewel; now 


you muſt go thro? yourſelf alone, we can go no 
further with you; this makes Death terrible to 


the Man when it comes, for when he is going a 


Way that he never went before; a Way where 
never one came back to tell you how they wan 
thro? it; a Way that never one can convoy him 


in it, and it is a Way that never a Paſſenger met 
him in it; never one rode that Ford that came 


back to tell how he wan to the yondmoſt Side 


of the River. That is the ſecond Conſideration 
we would have you framing of Death, that it is 


a Thing very terrible to engage with. 


A third Conſideration we would have you 


framing of Death is this, That it is an Enemy 
and the great and laſt Enemy; it is faid that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſubdued all Enemies, and 
the laſt Enemy he ſubdued was Death, 1 Cor. 
xv. 26, It deſerves well the Name of an Ene- 
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my even to the Man's Graces, to his Faith, to his 
Love, to his Hope, to his Patience, and all his 
Graces; it gives them all a fore Round - about. | 
2 | will tell. vou; were it not Death, a gracious ( 
Man would have many a fair Sight of Heaven 
wen he hath them, Death comes/ay in betwixt 
Heaven and him, and preſents itſelf with its ug= \ 
Jy Face and grim Viſage, and mars many of the || + 
Man's ſweet Thoughts of Heaven; the Man \ 
would get many ſweet Feaſts upon the Joys of | & 
Heaven, he would poſſeſs at God's right Hand, |. x 
but Death comes ay in and mars the Sweetneſs b 
of the Feaſt. And then you ſee what an Enemy | ( 
it is to the Bodies of Men and Women, how 1 
ſoon it will make a beautiful Bit of Clay an un- £ 
comely Thing; ſo you ſee how great an Enemy fe 
it is to the Body, how it cuts the Cord, and n 
Puts all out of Order; it cuts every Vein and || D 
Artery that was going in its own Place in good 41 
Order, and breaks the Fabrick, and makes the T/ 
Body a loathſom Carcaſs; tho? the Man loved his G 
neareſt Relations never ſo well, Death will make to 
them a Terror to him. That I may bury my Dead to 
ont of my Sight, ſays Abraham, Gen. xxiit. 4. of | m 
Sarah, for as beautiful as Sarah was, and her 
Beauty had often like to have been his Snare, | it 
and caſt him in open Hazard, yet now, when ſhe 
is dead, Bury ber out of my Sight, ſays he. 
A fourth Confideration we would have. you 
framing of Death is this, That it is the moſt try= 
ing Thing that ever a Man yoked with. Afflic- 
tion will give a Trial indeed to a Man, that is 
true; but no Affliction will try him as Death will 
try him; Death will try him Backſide and Fore- 
Kde'; it will try all his Graces, and hat Sort of 
D „ 
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Metal they are of 5 it will try his Faith, arid 


what Sort of Metal it is made of, and what Sore 


of Metal his Hope is made of; it will try whes 
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ther his Helmet and Breaſt-Plate be good Metal 


or no; it is the moſt trying Thing that ever a 
Man met with; it will try the Reality of Folks 


Graces 3 it is ſuch a Touchſtone as will try well 
what Stuff and Metal a Man is made of: Theres 
fore when Death did look David in the Face, 
you ſee how he is put to it; doubtleſs he thought 
once that he might have ſaid ſomething to Pur- 
poſe about his Strength to buckle with Death; 

but when it began to look to him and he to it, O 
(fays he) Pſalm xxxix. 14. ſpare me a little that 
I may recover Strength. I thought (would he 
ſay) I had been hetter prepared, but Death hath 


found in me many Cracks and Flaws. O. ſpare 
me a little, for I have no Strength to meet with | 


Death. Hezekiab, for as good a Man as he was, 
and he had the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
Iſaiah xxxvili. 2, 3. that he had walked with 
God in Sincerity, yet he ſaw he had no Strength 


to meet with Death, therefore he turned himfelf 


to the Wall, and chattered like a Cran, and 


mourned like a Dove, and made à Noiſe for 4 


few Years to live. You ſee what a ſtrange Effect 
it had on Paul, 2 Cor. i. &. We were (ſays he) 


preſſed out of Meaſure and above Strength, in ſu- 
much that we diſpaired even of Life, What was 


the Reaſon of it? For we had the Sentence of 
Death in ourſelves, we thought we were all dead 
Men, and theſe Thoughts of Death preſſed us out 


of Meaſure and above Strength; if it preſſed Paul 


ſo, then it is a trying Thing, 
Take this Fifth Conſideration of Death, That 


Death is the Author of many Changes to a Man. 
1 „ Obnt 
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DO but it is the Author of many Changes both to 
— the Godly and Ungodly. I cannot tell to whom 
it is the Author of manieſt Changes; it makes all 
of them to change their Place; it makes all of 
them to change their Company, and it makes all 
of them to change Time with Eternity. 
A ſixth Conſideration we would have you 
framing of Death is this, That there are only two 
Ways of dying, and there is a Neceſſity that you 
muſt either die in the Lord or out of him, and 
if we die out of him we die miſer ably, and if we 
die in him we die bleſſed ly, Revel. xiv. 13. Some 
die a lingring Death, and ſome die ſuddenly, 
yet all come to theſe two Ends, either to die in 

the Lord, or to die out of him. | 
A ſeventh Conſideration that we would have | 
( 
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5 you framing of Death 1s this, That thoſe who 
have moſt Grace, and moſt of Reaſon to act, 
have had moſt of Fear when Death came; look 
thro? the Scripture, and er will ſee that few of 
the great Men recorded in Scripture, but they 
have expreſſed moſt of che Fear of Death when 
It came; it is but Folks Stupidity (for t he moſt 
Part) that puts tliem out of the Fear of Death 
oft times, and the Want of Reaſon to a& and 
judge what is in Death, and at the Back of Time. 
Let a David come to look upon Death, and he 
will cry, Spare a Aittle and give me Space, that 
I may recover Strength, for I have no Strength to 
buckle with the laſt Enemy Death, Let an Heze- 
kiah come to Death, and he will cry, I am cut 
off in the Midjt of my Years, my Time is come, 
but my Work is not done, Let a Paul have the 
Sentence of Death in himſelf, and he will be 
preſt out of Meaſure; yea, our Saviour Chriſt, 
when he takes a Look of it, in a Manner ar J 
| atrai 
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afraid of it, If i be poſſible (lays he) Ft 
Kings, ſpeak of, and' O how ſtrangely does he 
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this Cuß 
de part from me. Let a Solomon, the wiſeſt of 


diſcourſe of it, Eocl. xii. and the Ferrors of it, 
that he may make it affecking to the People, that 
they look not on it lighti yy. I 
The eighth and laſt Conſideration we would 
have you framing of Death is this, That parti 
cularly the Death of the Godly is a Fore- Runner 
of ſad Judgments coming upon à Land from 
whence they are taken, Iſa. Ivii. f. and the 
Death of the Wicked is great Fore-Runner of 
Mercy to a Land from whence they are taken. 
The next Thing to be ſpoken to is a Word of 
Reaſon,- why we are to frame ſuch Conſiderations 
of Death. We are to frame ſuch Conſiderations 
of Death, becauſe there is nothing will put uss 
more effectually to dür Work, than many Conſi- 
derations of Death 3 nothing will quicken a Man 


* 


more to Duty than many Conſiderations of 


Then for Uſe. Is it ſo, that we are to fram 


ſuch Conſiderations of Death, that it is a moſt 


certain and a moſt uncertain Thing; and with- 


al midſt terrible, whether it come looked for or 
unlocked for, and that it is an Enemy, and a 


moſt trying Thing, and the Author of many 3 


Changes, both to the Godly and Ungodly, and 


that there are only two Ways of dying, and that 
thoſe who have moſt Grace and Nealon to act, 


we read of in Scripture, have had moſt Fear of 

Death, and if it be fo, that the Death of the 
Godly is a great Fore-Runner of Judgment, and 

the Death of the Ungodly is a Fore- Runner f 
Mercy to a Land whence they are taken? 
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HIr̃ben all theſe Things ſay one Thing, and 
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that is, That Folk ſhould. be much m preparing 


for it. I will tell you, Sirs, there are ſome that 
have two Reaſons to prepare for Death, where 
others have but one; not only is God threat» 


ning with a natural Death for Sin, but Men are 
threatning us with a violent Death for Duty, 
therefore, having both God threatning us with a 
natural Death as the Puniſhment of Sin, and Men 


threatning us with a violent Death for Duty, 


we having ſuch Threatnings going about us on 
both Sides of us, we had Need to prepare for it. 
It is ſo with with ſome of his People, they are 
threatned on all Hands; God is threatning and 
Man is threatning ſome of us, it is not ſo with e- 


very one; whatever God be threatning them 


with, Man is not threatning them. 
There is a Queſtion here that I think may not 
be unedifying to ſolve and anſwer; the Queſtion 
1s, Whether a natural Death or a violent Death 
be moſt to he choſen ? I mean a violent Death. 
that Men ſuffer upon the account of Duty. 
I anſwer, A natural is more terrible, and 
therefore a violent Death, upon the account of 


Duty, is moſt to be choſen, upon Suppoſition of 


God's Call, and that upon theſe Grounds. 
Firſt, Becauſe a violent Death for Duty ſtands 


as a Crown of Glory to a Man, becauſe he is 


tryſted with it for Duty; and a natural Death is 


more properly the Puniſhment of Sin, and ſo be- 


comes the Man's Shame; the one is his Honour, 


and the other in a Manner is his Shame. It was 
a noble Word that one of the Martyrs had. A 


Woman, while ſhe was lying in Priſon, and bes 


ing with Child, her Pains came upon her, wheres - 


in ſhe travailed with bitter Cries: In the Bitterneſs 
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the Fire of the tormenting Flame for th 


the Puniſhment of my Sin, as being a Daughter 


of the firſt Adam, but then I ſhall ſuffer, with 
much Comfort, upon the account of Truth, as 


being a Daughter of the ſecond Adam; the one 


is our Glory, and the other is our Same. 


A. ſecond Ground to hold out that a violent 


Death is more deſirable, and more to be choſen 
than a natural Death, upon God's Call to ſuffer, 


is this, becauſe, in a Man?s dying a natural Death 


He hath not the Uſe of his Reaſon to his End; 
when he ſuffers a violent Death, if the Man have 


Courage, then, in the very Nick of Time, then 


he may be ſure he will have Reaſon to act, and 
that will be greatly for his Ad vantage. 
A third Reaſon why a violent Death is rather 
to be choſen than a natural Death, a Man is in 
Caſe and Capacity to edify many, eſpecially if 
he be brought to a publick Hearing, as our Mar- 


tyrs were 5 but, by a natural Death, he is but in 


Cale and , Capacity to edify few. vou know poor 
unlearned Men, in our Days, by their ſuffering 
a violent Death, were made inſtrumental to edi- 
ty more than many Miniſters have done, who 
. have died in their Beds n nes 
Fourthbly, It cannot be but confeſſed that a vio- 
lent Death is more eaſy than a natural Death, 


in regard of the quick Diſpatch; which is not 


ordinary in a natural Death, nor yet looked on 
as a Mercy ſuppoſe it were. | 
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of her Pain ſonle + her Keepers came unto Her, 
and ſaid, Woman, thou makeſt a greit Crying to 
bring forth a Child, How then wilt thou endure 

gion ? O, ſays ſhe, tha? I now ſuffer with this 
Child here with little Comfort, I ſuffer this as ⁵ 
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_Fifthly,Tn et: of this * Death hath 
moſt fangular Out- lettings of the Spirit attending 
it in more than an ordinary Manner, which doth 
not ordinarily redound to Men and Women dy- 
ing a natural Death. F mention theſe Things to 
you for this Reaſon, that you may not be afraid, 
that are now perſecuted by Enemies, tho you 
ſhonld be apprehended by — and put to 
the-Lols of your Life, for thereby you will meet 
wich the moſt deftrable Choice of Deaths. Al- 
ways, Sirs, meet with what Death you will, 

on get your Hands full of it, it will give the 

Lohe Man that lives his Hands fufl of it, ang 

if it be ſuch a Thing, this ſays we ſhould be pre- 

| paring much for it ere it come, 

_ + "IF ſhall only ay one Werd by Way of Caution 
of all that we have been ſaying, and it is this, 
for all that we have ſpoken anent the Terrible» 

neſs of Death, yet we do not deny that ſome- 

times the Lord, thro? the Out-lettings of his 

Love upon ſome of his People, will make that 

which is the King of Terrors become the King 

of Pleaſures, Sometimes the Lord will hide 
the Terrors of it from ſome of his own People, 
and make it defirable, ſuppoſe not defirable of 

_ itſelf; yet he will hide the Terrors“ of it from 

ſome of his People, and make it deſirable in re- 

gard of what he will make attend it, and in re- 
gard of what he will make it bring forth. O but 

Paul knew well what he ſpoke when he ſpake 

of Death, he hath a ſtrange Diſcourſe of it, 2 

Cor. v. 1, 2. For we knom, that if our-earthly 

Honfe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, Wwe have 

a Building of God, a Houſe not made with Hands, 

eternal in the Heavens, For in this we groan eat- 

nelly, deſiring to be clothed upon with our H on 8 

| * 4 which 
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which is J Yom Heaven; if 0 be that being:clothid, 
we ſball not be found na 


of itſelf, we would never defire to die; but hav- 


ing the Faith of being preſent with the Lord, 


when abſent in the Body, therefore we would 


venture to die, ſuppoſe Death be a terrible 


The. ſecond Thing that Folk ſhould be much in 
che Conſideration of, is Judgment. I ſhall ſhortly 
here ſhew you ſome Conſiderations that we are 


to frame of the general Judgment. . 
The fr/t-Confaderation we are to frame of the 
general Judgment is this, That all that is done 


in that Day of Judgment ſhall be paſt in a vi- 


ſible Way before all the Generations fince Adam, 
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For we that are 
this Tabernacle do groan, being burdened . Not 
For that we would be wiclethed, not that Death Af 
2 deſirable Thing of atlelt; hut clothed with Imj- 
mortality, that our Mortality might be ſmallomeddg 
up of Immortality. If it were not that Mortality } 
is to be ſwallowed up of Life, we would never 
deſire to die 5 and again, Therefore we are al. 
ways confident, ( ſays he) that while we ar at 
Home in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord. 

If it were not (would he fay ) that while we are 
preſent in the Body, we are abſent and ataDiftance * 
from the Lord, „Death is ſach a terrible Thing 


and the Judge himſelf ſhall viſibly appear, fo + $ 


that all and every Eye ſhall ſee him; the Throne 
ſhall be viſible in ſuch a Place, that all and e- 


very one ſhall ſee it, and the Books ſhall be o- 


pened, and all Men and Women ſhall hear and | | 


ſee Sentences paſt upon one another, and the E- 


quity of the Sentence ſhall be ſeen and heard. 


All theſe Things/ſhall paſs in a viſible Way. The 
Vo ce, Come, ho 


4 . 


bleſſed of my. Father, inherit ts 
Eu Kingdom 


_—C Kglomfrepored for Jon, and the Voice, De- 
pur from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, in 
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ſuch a viſible Way ſhall be paſt, that all the 


Godly ſhall ſee and here it, and all the damned 
RNeprobates ſhall hear anch fee it. This is the 
Ji Conſideration we would have you framing 


of judgment. | 18 5 Ne 5 
The ſecond Confideration we would have 


you framing of Judgement is this, That as Death 


is a” very terrible Thing, ſo Judgment is much 


more terrible; there are theſe three or four 
Things that make Judgment very terrible. 


Firſt, The dreadful] Things that are Fore- 


Runners of the Day of Judgmeyt. The Sun and 
the Moon ſhall be turned into Sackcloth and 
Blood, and the Stars ſhall fall from Heaven, 


likeas now we ſee the Lea ves fall from the Trees 


in the End of Harveſt. Secondly, All Fleſh ſhall 


be brought before the Judge, and every Thing 
ſhall give up the Dead that is in it, and all the 


Poor curſed Souls of the Damned creeping into 


their Bodies again; and O but that will be an un- 
heartſom Meeting, if they could ſhun it, but meet 
they muſt, that their Damnation may be the 


greater. Third[y, It will be terrible if you con- 
ider the Work of the Day, to wit, paſſing of Sen- 


tences that will never be recalled again thro? all 
the Ages of Eternity; it would not be ſo terrible 
if there were only Sentences paſt that would have 


2 Cloſe and be relaxed within a few Years; but 
the Sentence that this Judge will pronounce will 


de altogether irrevocable,and never have a Recal 
thro? all the Ages of Eternity. Fourthhy, This 
is the Thing that will make the Day of Judgment 
terrible, that in that Day every Man and Wo- 
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they have received. In that Day you are to givs © 
an Account of your Knowledge, an Account of 
your Liberty, an Account of everyMercy that the 
Lord has given you; you muſt give an Aceount 
for this Mercy, and that Mercy; and the other 
Mexcy that you have met with; you muſt give 
an Account of every Year, and how you have 
improven it, and for every Day in the Tear, 
and for every Hour in the Days then you muſt 


give an Account what you have done with all 


the Preachings you have heard; yon muſt give 


an Account of this Exhortation and that Exhors 


tation that have come to your Door,; and this 
Mean and that Mean that might have been 
for your Profit and Ad vantage; fo this will make 
the Day of Judgment terrible; every Man and 
Woman muſt anſwer for all the Talents they have 
received. Fifthly, This will make the Day of 
Judgment very terrible, that our Lord will have 
Sentences paſling with the Amen andConſent of all 
the ele& Angels and with the Amen and Con ſeuun 
of all the ele& Men and Women that fit with 
Crowns upon their Heads about the Throne; they 


ſhall paſs Sentence with him upon all the m- 


ned, and every one of them muſt ſay to the giv« 
en out Sentence, Amen, holy, juſt and true art 
thou in this and all thy Sentences 3 this will 
make that Day very terrible. As'for Example, 
when a Thief is brought before a Judicature to 
receive his laſt Sentence, not only the great Ju- 
ſtice- General crys hang him, but all the reſt 
about the Beffch cry hang him, hang him 5 0 
when the Lord ſays, Depatt from me, Je Curſed 
into everlaſting Fire, then (as it were) the Angels 
and Saints cry, Depart from the Lord and from 
us into everlaſting Fire. 5 but that will make 


the 


the Day of Judgment terrible, every ſaved Man 
and Woman to ſay to their damned Relations, 
according to the Sentence of the great Judge, De- 


. part from the Lord and from us; the ſaved Fa- 


ther to the damned Son, Depart from the Lord and 
from us; the ſaved Wife to the damned Husband, 
Depart from the Lord aud from us; the ſaved Hus- 


band to the damned Wife, Depart from the Lord 


and from us; the ſaved Daughter to the dam- 
ned Mother, Depart from the Lord and from us. 
He will paſs Sentences with the Amen and Conſent 
of all the ele& Angels, and the Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect; that will make the Day of 

Judgment very terrible. 5 1 
A third Conſideration I would have you fram- 
ing of Judgment is this, That it will be a glori- 
ous and pleaſant Day, becauſe it is a Day that 
the Lord hath ſet apart for the Glory and Ho- 
' Nour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; he ſhall fat Judge 


as it were for that End, that he may put Glory 


and Honour upon himſelf again, that he loſt 
when he ſtood before Mens Judgment-Seat, for 
that is a Day ordained and ſet on Purpole for 
putting Honour on Chriſt, that he may ſit and 
judge theſe before whoſe Judgment-Seits he 
ſtood and was condemned in his Perſon and 
Members. O but that will be a glorious Day, 
when the great white Throne is ſet, where 
every Eye ſhall ſee it, and the great Judge ſit- 
ting down on his Throne to paſs a juſt Sentence 
upon every Man, and to take Glory to him- 
ſelf for all the Injuries he has been made to 
fuſtain; it will be glorious to ſee how the 
Lord will bring in his People from the four 
Airths, by the Miniſtry of the Angels, and the 
Sound of a Trumpet; it will be glorious to 
. / Et S 
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fre Kings and great Ones ſtanding before him 
receiving their Sentences, before whoſe Judg- 
ment-Seat he and his People many a Day were 
ſentenced; it will be glorious to ſee Kings and 
great Men crying, Hills and Mountains fall on 
ug and cover us from the Face of him that fits u- 
pon the Throne, for the great Day of bis Wrath is 
come, and who may be able to tand, Revel. vi. 
15, 16, 17. T . 
Fourthly, If you pleaſe you may frame this 
Conſideration of it, That it will be the moſt ſweet 
and comfortable Day that ever the People of God 
ſaw; and O but this will make it ſweet, becauſe 
their Judge is their elder Brother; their Judge 
is their Husband; their Judge is their Friend; 
their judge is he that was at the Pains to leave 
the Boſom of the Father, and come down into 
the World on Purpoſe, and went many weary 
Foot to free them from Hazard of Judgment. O 


but that will make it a ſweet Day to the People 


of God, tho? as ſad indeed to thoſe that are not 
Intereſted in him. You may ſuppoſe ſuch a 
Thing as Two may be ſittiug in one Houſe, and 
at an Inſtant the Day of Judgment appears; Ido 
not doubt but at the firſt View it will be a Ter- 
ror to them both; but it the one were intereſted 
in Chriſt, it would end thus, Vonder comes 
he that I long looked for, yonder my Husband, 
and this is my Marriage-Day, now is the long 
looked for Day come, now I ſhall be put out of 
Doubt, the Marriage ſhall now be ſolemnized, 
and Angels ſhall be Witneſſes to the ſolemnizing 
of it ; but the other, he not being intereſted in 
Chriſt, his Terror ſhall ay ſeize the ſorer upon 


bim, O yonder he is coming (ſays he) whole 


Blood I rode under Foot many a Dayz zen,. 
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; he is coming, whole Blood" profaned many 3 
*'} Time at the holy Sacrament; yonder he is com- 
ning that flood many a Day at my Door knocking, -| 
= whom I diſdained in my Heart to Jet in; yon- 
der he comes to ſeek an Account of all the Talents 
he has given me; yonder he comes to ſeek an 
Account of all the Preachings I have flighted 
yonder he comes to ſeek Account of every Exhor- 
tation he has given me, which J have not im- 
proved. O, Sirs, will there not be great Odds 
and Difference betwixt theſe two, the one will 
be crying out of Fear and Terror, Where ſhall 
T hide me from his Wrath 2 The other will be 
ſtretching out his Arms to kep him, crying, Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt come quickly; O but there will be 
a great omen en between the Men of the 
World and the Godly in that Day. There was ay 
a Difference between them; the one loved what 
the other hated, and the other hated what the 
other loved; but then there will be a more pa- 
tent and viſible Difference than ever was {een be- 


.B : 
fore. . 
# Now, the Reaſon why we would have you ſo 
3 much upon the Conſideration of Judgment is 
= this, Becauſe there will nothing more quick- 
| en a Man to Duty, than many Confiderations of 
the Day of Judgment; and there is nothing will 
be a greater Bridle to keep Folk from Sin, than 
many Conſiderations of the Day of judgment; 
the Thoughts of th, that we muſt anſwer in that 
Day for all that we have done in the Body, 
would make us not only keep ourſelves from Sin 
and Evil, but alſo from the very Appearance of 
gol 5 but I trow, Sirs, if ſome of you be kept 
from that which is really Evil, that which is but 
{ Appearance of Eyil, you are not ſo much —_ 
n 6 5 gt 
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of it, if ſo be it will bring you any Security from 
Hazard with it; if ſo be there be ſomething for 
your Advantage in it, I tear many amongſt us 


| will not ſtand much to let the Word go they have 


taken; they have taken the Band, it ſo be there- 
by they could be ſpared and favoured as Takers 
ol itz but O the Thoughts of giving an Account 
of all at the Day of Judgment, will make Folk 
not only tender of committing Evil, but even of 
the very Appearance of Evil; and then, O but 
it will be a great Spur to puſh forward to Duty, 
many Conſiderations of Judgment. 8 
The loft Thing we are to ſpeak of is, what 
will be atter Judgment, and that is Eternity. The 
Point then is, That our Lord would have us 
much taken up with Thoughts and Conſiderati- 
ons of Eternity, for that will be when Time ſhalt 
De no more. . 1 


l } 
Fr ; 


There are three Conſiderations that we. would 
have you framing of Eternity. The firſt Con- 


ſideration we would have you framing of Eter- 
nity is this, That there is no poſitive Way of ta- 


king it up, but all the Conſiderations that we can 


frame of it are only negative; any Thing that 


we can expreſs of it, is only in the negative, what 


it is not; it is a Thing that cannot be meaſured 
out neither by Days nor Years, nor nothing elſe; 
Man will meaſure Eternity's Length as well by 
Hours as by Millions of Years 5 if a Man could 
fill all the Paper in the World with Millions of 
Years, and if he ſhould fill as much Paper with 
Moments of Time, he has done as much to the 
counting Eternity by Moments of Time, as by 
Millions of Years, you can expreſs the one as well 


gas the other. 


| A ſecond Conſideration we would have you 
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8 © framing 


=—_ T1. 
framing of Eternity is this, That it is to be ha 
Py or miſerable as long as God hath a Being, 


that is Eternity; when there is no God, then 
Eternity ceaſeth; but fo long as God 1s, Eternity 


laſteth. : _ ale | 
A third Conſideration we would have you 


framing of Eternity 1s this, You may tancy ot it, 


as it were a Gulf or great Ocean, that there is 
an Entry into it out of Time, but hath no Out- 
gate into Time again, but a Man, when once 
he goes in, muſt always go forward; as ſoon as 
one Man enters therein, the Door of Time is clo- 


ſed upon him, and that is, there is no entring in 


at the Door of Time again; and there is another 


Door cloſed upon him, and that is the Door of 


nothing. Suppoſe a Man would ſeek to come to 
Time, there is no coming fo Time again; ſup- 
pole a Man would ſeek to come to nothing, there 


3s no coming to nothing from thence, there is no 


poſſible Outgate. 1 0 5 
And now, Sirs, I ſhall only ſay but a Word 
or two from all this, and cloſe. While you are 


in the World your Thonghts will be running 


upon (ſomething, and any Thing, were it never 


+ feckleſs, will take up your Thoughts; and ſee- 


ing you may have great Ad vantage by ſetting 


your Thoughts on good Objects, and you having 


{ome Power to change the Object of your 
Thoughts to ſome great Advantage, I wonld 
therefore have you to ſtudy it, the making Choice 
of good Objects for your Thoughts to be taken 
up with, you having it in your Power to change 
the ObjeRs of your Thoughts, as you pleaſe, to 
Good or Evil; I fay it will be for your Advan= 


tage to have your Thoughts upon good Objects; 


It is true, you cannot get yourſelves kept from 
"TOI TEN | thinking, 


thinking, and J ou have no Power to make your ""M f 
Thonghts "gh tO get them on good Objects 3 


ou have Power to make the -Obje# of your 


Thoughts any Thing you pleaſe, you may ſet 
them upon this vain Toy, and that vain Toy, 
or you may ſet your Thoughts upon better Ob- 


Je&s, you may make God the Object of your 
Thoughts, or you may make yourſelves the Ob- 


J5e& of your Thoughts, or you may make Death. Þ 
the Object of your Thoughts, or you may make 


this ſinful Pleaſure, or that ſinful Pleaſure, the 
Object of your Thoughts, but it is your Duty 
conſultedly to {et your Thoughts upon ſuch Ob- 
Jes as are good, and ſo by that Way you ſhall 


have more Advantage than otherways you can 


have; and this ſeems to be the Scope of the Text 


to = Folk conſultedly to ſet their Thoughts on 
de 


four Objects that I would have you conſultedly 


to {et your Thoughts upon when you are ſolita- 
ry and alone, and thereby you ſhall have Ground 
of Hope tor great Advantage more than other- 


ways you cou d have. | 


it, Set your Thoughts much upon God, and 


what he is in himſelf, and what he is to his Peo- 


ple. Secondly, I would have you ſetting your 
Thoughts much upon yourſelf, and upon what 
Miſeries attend you by Nature, and into what © 
Happineſs you may attain by Grace. Third}y, © 
I would have = conſultedly oy your 


Thoughts upon ncer- 


eath, eſpecially on its 


tainty and Terribleneſs. Fourthly, I would have 
you to 2 Thoughts on Judgment, what it 
1s in itſelf, and what goes along with it that 
makes it terrible. Fifthly, I would have you 


ſetting your Thoughts much upon Eternity, and 


that 


rable edifying Miects. There are three or 
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or any ſuch edifying Objects, aud confultedly: 
ſet your Thoughts upon them, Chuſe the Objeck 
of your Thoughts as you think will be moſt edis 


fying, and when you find ſuch Objects to be edi- 


fing, then labour to have your Thoughts ſet 
upon them; and we recommend theſe Things to 
you as Objects for your Thoughts to D ae 
upon, that we have been ſpeaking of to you; 
theſe are the Thoughts you may reap great Pro- 


of miſerable thio? all the - 


\ 


fit and Advantage by, for your Thoughts will 


4 


ay be running ont upon ſomething, therefore it 


is the Scope of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
Angel of the Covenant, when in the Text he - 
Oweats this great Oath, That Time ſhall be no more, 

x to put you to this, confultedly to ſet Jour 3 


Thoughts upon edifying Objects, and to chuſe 
out Matter tor your Thoughts that may be edis 
A dae let not your Thoughts rove upon ſin- 


ul Pleaſures, and what Objects they pleaſe . 


run out upon. Tr 1s true, while they are roving 
up and down at Random, they may fall upon 
houghts of God, or of yourſelves, of Death, 


Judgment or Eternity; but if they He not con- 

ultedly ſet thereon, it will be rare if your Edifi- 
cation by ſuch roving Thoughts will be great; 
for the moſt Part theſe Thonghts will prove to 


be but vain Thoughts, if you ſet them not on ſuch 


| - Objefs conſultedly 5 the ſetting your Thoughts 


on ſuch Objects, would make you look more like 
Chriſtians than you do. Iſhall ſay no more at 


we. P * * *3 


this Time. 
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